The  Hometown  Dump:  Two  Views 


Services  from  the  Bureau 


The  hometown  dump  is  usually  viewed  in  two  ways:  some 
people  love  it  and  some  don't  even  know  it's  there.  Unless  these 
two  attitudes  are  changed,  the  dump  will  continue  to  smolder  a- 
long. 

Many  of  the  communities  now  trying  to  develop  local  or 
area-wide  solid  waste  management  plans  are  going  to  face  these 
attitudes  as  they  get  started  with  their  planning. 

Those  who  love  their  hometown  dump  see  it  as  a  nostalgic 
part  of  Americana.  The  dump  can  be  a  place  to  socialize.  You 
can  visualize  the  scene:  everyone  hauling  their  junk  to  the  dump 
on  a  Saturday  afternoon  and  enjoying  a  visit  while  they  rummage 
through  the  offerings.  A  woman  shouts:  "Over  there  -  that  old 
dresser  -  a  little  sanding  and  a  little  paint  and  new  knobs.  Henry, 
put  it  on  the  truck."  The  kids  are  hauling  old  tires  onto  the 
truck  and  the  family  goes  home  with  as  much  as  it  had  brought. 

"Oh  yes,"  some  would  admit,  "We've  had  a  few  problems 

with  it.  Its  fire  did  get  out  of  control  once  and  the  volunteer 

fire  department  had  to  put  it  out.  When  the  spring  runoff  of 

water  swept  through  it,  the  water  hereabouts  tasted  funny  for 

awhile.  The  fields  near  it  seem  to  have  some  kind  of  disease. 

But  that's  all  right.  It's  our  dump." 

So  the  dump  causes  many  problems.  Its  location  is  ruining 

the  water  and  land.  Its  fire  is  polluting  the  air.  Its  vermin  and 

insects  can  endanger  lives.  But  people  need  to  care,  to  support  • 

local  plans  and  activities  to  change  the  system  and  some  people 

don't  even  know  the  dump  is  there. 

It's  funny  too  because  many  of  these  people  support  anti- 
litter  campaigns  and  recycling  efforts.  They  work  hard  on  all 
kinds  of  projects  associated  with  solid  waste  management  and  fail 
to  recognize  the  one  overriding  fact:  garbage  must  be  disposed  of 
in  an  environmentally  acceptable  manner.  Litter  and  recyclable 
materials  are  only  a  part  of  the  total  solid  waste  stream.  The 
majority  is  going  to  be  buried.  Where  and  how  it  is  buried  should 
be  the  major  concern.  If  this  is  solved  first,  other  projects  would 
have  an  even  greater  significance. 

An  old  saying  states  that  it  takes  a  generation  to  change  an 
attitude.  Some  local  governments  have  old  jealousies  between 
them  which  prohibit  cooperation.  Citizens  have  prideful  mem- 
ories about  the  local  dump  and  refuse  to  consider  an  area-wide 
landfill  someplace  else.  Other  people  have  no  idea  where  the  gar- 
bage truck  takes  their  refuse. 

State  and  federal  law  will  not  wait  a  generation.  All  open 
dumps  must  be  closed  in  the  near  future.  The  operation  of  a 
sanitary  landfill  costs  money  and  the  larger  the  operation  the 
less  it  costs  per  unit.  Properly  located  area-wide  landfills  wi 
protect  health  as  well  as  the  environment  and  save  land  for 
more  valuable  uses.  But  people  must  care  and  help  their  local 
governments  work  together.  It's  time  to  start  talking  about 
the  people  problems  and  how  to  change  some  attitudes. 


The  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau  is  responsible  for  the 
environmentally  safe  disposal  of  solid  wastes  in  Montana.  That  is, 
the  Bureau  must  insure  that  adequate  services  are  provided 
throughout  the  state  which  comply  with  state  laws  regarding  solid 
and  hazardous  wastes.  To  do  this  the  Bureau  offers  local  govern- 
ments and  individuals  many  services.  In  the  last  issue,  a  partial 
list  of  such  help  was  presented  particularly  involving  development 
of  local  waste  management  plans.  The  following  list  gives  other 
activities  of  the  Bureau: 

Junk  Vehicle  Program  -  This  ongoing  service  to  local  govern- 
ments includes  letting  the  bids  and  contracts  with  firms  for  the 
crushing  and  recycling  of  collected  junk  vehicles.  The  Bureau  al- 
so provides  administration  of  the  contracts  in  terms  of  perfor- 
mance and  compliance.   Counties  may  request  assistance  in 
developing  acceptable  management  and  accounting  procedures  in- 
volved in  the  program  as  well  as  help  with  evaluating  retrieval  me- 
thods and  procedures. 

Hazardous  Waste  Disposal  -  The  Bureau  provides  technical 
assistance  to  local  governments,  businesses  and  private  citizens  in 
the  management  and  disposal  of  hazardous  wastes.  In  many  cases 
the  Bureau  will  arrange  to  collect  waste  pesticide  materials  from 
Montana  residents  when  adequate  disposal  is  not  available  locally. 
These  pesticide  wastes  are  being  stored  in  special  bunkers  located 
at  the  former  Glasgow  Air  Force  Base.  The  Bureau  also  partici- 
pates in  a  cooperative  program  with  other  state  agencies  which 
provides  for  response  to  road  spills  or  similar  emergencies 
involving  hazardous  materials. 

Recycling  Programs  -  The  Bureau's  staff  works  closely  with 
communities  studying  recycling  programs.  It  currently  is  work- 
ing with  a  special  task  force  of  persons  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena 
to  determine  the  feasibility  of  supplying  an  insulation  firm  with 
newsprint.  Such  questions  as  how  much  newsprint  is  generated, 
how  to  collect  it,  what  equipment  is  needed  and  the  overall 
economics  of  the  project  are  being  thoroughly  studied  by  the 
force  with  technical  assistance  from  the  Bureau. 

Other  studies  under  way  by  staff  members  in  the  area  of 
recycling  include  an  evaluation  of  the  various  methods  for  reusing 
waste  oil  and  discarded  tires.  As  information  becomes  available, 
it  will  be  released  to  governmental  agencies  and  interested  individ- 
uals. 


Terry  Trash  Goes  to  a  Conference 


More  and  more  city  and  county  officials  are  contacting 
Helena  for  a  Pre-application  Conference  with  the  Solid  Waste 
Management  Bureau.  These  conferences  are  the  first  step  toward 
the  development  and  implementation  of  a  local  solid  waste 
management  plan  which  can  be  funded  with  monies  appropriated 
by  the  legislature. 

Terry  Trash  and  his  neighboring  mayors  and  county  com- 
missioners recently  participated  in  one  of  these  conferences. 
We'll  let  Terry  tell  his  own  story. 

A  fter  those  people  in  the  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
filled  our  coffee  cups,  we  all  relaxed  and  started  talking  about 
what  we  want  to  do  with  those  ugly  trash  heaps  we  each  have. 
You  see,  we  want  to  work  together  -  my  neighbors  and  I  -  and 
solve  this  problem.  We  're  sure  lucky  the  state  has  some  money  to 
help  us  study  it  and  find  an  answer. 


from  the 
MAILBOX 


First,  the  state  guys  asked  us  to  show  them  the  boundaries 
of  the  area  we  want  to  include  and  if  we  had  any  idea  what  type 
of  system  we  might  want.  We  showed  them  a  map  of  the  coun- 
ties and  cities  involved,  the  locations  of  our  present  dumps  and 
explained  we  hoped  we  could  get  by  with  only  one,  good  sani- 
tary landfill. 

Next  they  asked  if  we  had  any  idea  who  we  want  on  our 
Selection  Committee.  That's  the  committee  which  will  choose 
the  planning  consultant  and  get  the  ball  rolling.  I  said  Harry 
Gogetter,  one  of  my  city  council  members,  wnii/d  be  a  great 
chairman.  He 's  the  kind  who  gets  things  done  and  doesn 't 
fool  around. 

They  thought  that  was  great  because  they  also  wanted  some 
idea  how  long  a  planning  period  we  thought  would  be  needed. 
Of  course,  we  couldn 't  answer  that  question  but  those  Bureau 
guys  helped  us  figure  it  out. 

Next  the  Bureau  people  explained  the  steps  that  will  be 
taken  for  us  to  get  a  planning  grant.  They  also  gave  us  a  partial 
list  of  consulting  firms  available  for  our  Selection  Committee 
review,  and  some  suggestions  for  how  the  Committee  should  get 
started. 

We  got  a  lot  done  at  that  conference  and  we  all  learned  a- 
lot.    Now  my  neighbors  and  I  are  drafting  our  "Letter  of 
Intent"  to  the  Bureau  which  commits  each  local  government  to 
proceed  in  good  faith  with  the  planning.  I 'm  mailing  it  tomor- 
row. 

Just  think,  by  this  time  next  year,  we  'II  know  exactly 
what  we  can  do  and  what  our  communities  want  done  with  our 
garbage.  I  'II  bet  we  'II  have  the  best  operation  in  the  whole  state. 
But,  wouldn 't  it  be  great  if  every  town  and  county  in  the  state 
hnri  n  rtnnrj  ^olid  wosts  mononement  plan? 


Dear  SWMB, 

My  county  commissioners  are  working  with  the  next  county 
on  a  local  solid  waste  management  plan  and  I'm  afraid  they'll 
develop  an  area-wide  landfill.  It  doesn't  seem  right  to  have  a 
town  without  its  own  dump.  Do  other  people  feel  this  way? 

Signed:  Oldtimer 

Dear  Oldtimer, 

Alot  of  people  feel  the  way  you  do.  However,  this  attitude 
does  not  help  the  problems  of  providing  proper  disposal  of 
waste.  A  small  local  landfill  does  not  generate  enough  refuse  for 
an  efficient  and  economical  operation.  In  most  areas  of  the  state 
the  most  economical  system  would  include  an  area-wide  landfill 
where  it  can  be  operated  within  the  requirements  of  state  and 
federal  laws.  May  we  suggest  that  you  give  your  energies  to 
helping  develop  a  new  use  for  the  land  your  towns'  dump  is  now 
on  -  one  that  will  benefit  the  town  even  more,  such  as  a  park. 

Dear  SWMB, 

What  happened  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  HB  200,  the 
bill  which  required,  among  other  things,  uniform  standards  for 
the  treatment,  disposal  and  transport  of  hazardous  wastes?  Were 
they  adopted? 

Signed:  Pesticide  User 

Dear  User, 

Yes,  the  proposed  rules  were  adopted  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  after  extending  the  public 
comment  period  an  additional  thirty  days.  The  Bureau  is  now 
collecting  information  about  hazardous  waste  generation  and 
management  in  the  state.  Implementation  of  the  new  rules  per- 
taining to  the  management  of  hazardous  wastes  will  not  begin 
until  next  year  after  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  has 
promulgated  their  final  regulations  identifying  hazardous  wastes 
and  specifying  requirements  for  the  storage,  treatment,  tiansport 
dnc3«disposal  of  these  wastes. 

Signed:  The  Staff  of  the  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 


A  Third  Cheer -For  Havre 

Havre  is  the  third  town  in  the  state  to  adopt  the  Rapid  Rail 
system  of  refuse  collection.  The  system  is  expected  to  be  in  full 
operation  by  the  first  of  March.  To  serve  its'  1 2,000  population, 
the  city  has  purchased  1100  300-gallon  polyethylene  containers 
for  use  by  several  residences  and  800  90-gallon  containers  for 
single  homes  not  accessible  by  alleys.  The  downtown  business 
area  will  be  serviced  with  large  roll  off  containers  emptied  by  a 
tilt  frame  truck. 

The  other  Montana  towns  using  Rapid  Rail  are  Laurel  and  Wolf 
Point.  Rapid  Rail  is  considered  one  of  the  greatest  advances  in 
waste  collection  in  several  decades. 


State  Department  of  Health 
and  Environmental  Sciences 
^9      '/.v^sHelena,  Montana  59601 
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LOOKING  AT  THE  HOMETOWN  DUMP!! 
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